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From Zim Online (SA), 24 January
MDC legislator, 60 party activists arrested
Bulawayo - Police yesterday arrested opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) legislator, Thokozani Khupe, and 60 party activists for meeting without permission from the law enforcement agency. At least 31 of the opposition activists were released by yesterday evening without being charged. Khupe and the other 29 activists were expected to spend the night in police custody with the legislator expected to be brought to court today to answer charges of breaching the Public Order and Security Act (POSA). An MDC official, Victor Moyo, told ZimOnline that Khupe, who is the Member of Parliament for Makokoba constituency, was holding a "private meeting" with her supporters at her restaurant in Bulawayo city centre when the police arrested them. "What really bothers us is that this was not a public meeting. That is why it was not being held in a public place like a stadium or a hall. As far as we are concerned, there was no need for police clearance because it was strictly private," said Moyo. Under POSA, it is illegal for Zimbabweans to meet in public in groups of three or more people to discuss politics without seeking police approval. The MDC, which has had several of its public meetings cancelled by the police, says the security law has been used by the government to derail its campaign ahead of a key general scheduled for March. The police have not cancelled meetings by President Robert Mugabe or his ruling Zanu PF party. The MDC wants the security law repealed as part of moves to level the political playing field before it can agree to participate in the March poll.

From The Zimbabwe Standard, 23 January
Motorist in trouble for 'blocking' Mugabe's motorcade
By our own staff

Armed police escorting Presidents Robert Mugabe and visiting Benjamin Mkapa of Tanzanian yesterday savagely assaulted a motorist after accusing him of obstructing the Presidential motorcade along Julius Nyerere Way in Harare. Mkapa arrived in the capital yesterday morning. The Standard witnessed the incident in which three armed police details forced the motorist to park his car, an Isuzu twincab (registration number 785-003N) in front of Time Bank at the corner of Julius Nyerere Street and Nelson Mandela Avenue. Two policemen then began to interrogate the unidentified motorist, during which time they confiscated his driver's licence, while another officer could be seen radioing for help. A Mercedes Benz emblazoned with the ZRP logo, which was part of the motorcade immediately arrived on the scene of the incident. The driver of the police vehicle began assaulting the motorist shouting, "Kana wanga uchiti uchauraya President Mugabe, wairasa. Ungatouraya inini (If you thought you could kill President Mugabe, you are wrong. I would rather you kill me)" One of the police details also accused the motorist of being an assassin. "Tiudze, ndiani akakutuma kuzouraya President, wakapiwa marii? (who sent you to kill the president, and how much did you get for the job?)"

The visibly frightened motorist could only plead his innocence saying: "Please, I am innocent, I did not even obstruct your escort." A crowd of about 100 people witnessed the incident. One woman, who was among the onlookers said: "This man was not even in the way when the motorcade passed, and the police are just being brutal for nothing." According to the amended Road Traffic Regulations (2002), it is an offence for the public to say or do anything "within the view or hearing of the State motorcade with the intention of insulting any person travelling with an escort or any member of the escort." The police forced the motorist into the escort vehicle (registration number G-PHS19), before whisking him away in the direction of the Central Police Station, while one of the police details drove the Isuzu. It was not immediately clear where he took the vehicle. Efforts to locate the whereabouts of the motorist were fruitless by the time of going to press. An Assistant Inspector Robert Chikura, the Controller at Harare Central Police, professed ignorance of the incident. "I am not aware of the incident, and that man was definitely not brought here, but it's a good thing that you have the car's registration number," he said. The police unit in-charge of VIP protection, the Police Protection Unit (PPU) could not be reached. Their phone went unanswered.

From The Cape Times (SA), 24 January
Cosatu defiant on Zimbabwe
By Angela Quintal

Cosatu will send another mission to Zimbabwe next week and believes this time around it will have the ANC's blessing. Cosatu general secretary Zwelinzima Vavi, who was initially of the view a second visit might be a futile exercise, said he had been persuaded to change his mind after talks with his counterpart, Wellington Chibebe, of the Zimbabwean Congress of Trade Unions. The pair met for three hours in Cape Town on Saturday. Vavi will head the delegation which is scheduled to visit Zimbabwe on February 1 or 2. He acknowledged that his mission might be refused entry by Zimbabwean authorities, but would not elaborate on what action would be taken then. "If that happens we will cross that river when we are there." If Cosatu was turned back there would still be a meeting "one way or another", he said. "Because the issue here is not just about escaping mistreatment by the Zimbabwe police, the issue is to highlight what they have to go through... We are determined to meet with our colleagues. That's the bottom line. We think it is unfair for any government to seek to deny the right of unions to meet and discuss issues of mutual concern among themselves. So we are quite determined that nothing is going to stop us from having that discussion," Vavi said.

A 13-member Cosatu delegation was deported in October last year after less than 24-hours in Zimbabwe in a blaze of publicity. That visit also resulted in a public row between Cosatu and the ANC, straining relations between the two alliance partners. However, Vavi said he did not believe the ANC would oppose the impending visit. He referred in particular to recent statements by the ANC and its secretary-general Kgalema Motlanthe which have been widely viewed as showing a hardening of attitude towards Zimbabwe's ruling Zanu PF. "We thought there was a huge gap developing (between the ANC and Cosatu), but the statements that have been issued completely close that. It looks like we are one. The concerns they have, we share. We are happy. I don't think they will take a line that says, 'sorry you should not go there'," Vavi said. Neither Motlanthe nor party spokesman Smuts Ngonyama could be reached for comment yesterday. 

Meanwhile, the tripartite alliance's extended secretariat will meet on Wednesday, with Zimbabwe featuring prominently on the agenda, according to Vavi. He said the ZCTU had been firm that the visit should go ahead, while this was also the view of that country's civil society in general. "We must demonstrate practical solidarity. We are not pledging solidarity with ourselves, we are pledging solidarity with our counterparts in Zimbabwe. "When they make a very strong call on Cosatu to come and witness what they must go through almost every day of their lives, we have to respond to that plea... " he said. Vavi also said that the picketing outside the Zimbabwean High Commission which began late last year would continue. Chibebe welcomed the impending visit. Zimbabwe's Labour Minister Paul Mangwana last week denied receiving a letter from Cosatu in which it sought a meeting with him and others.

From The Star (SA), 22 January
How SA spies on 'friendly' nations
By Michael Schmidt

Tucked into a low range of hills east of Pretoria, and bristling with radar dishes, lies a modern complex where visitors are not allowed to take their cellphones. Named Musanda ("lookout point"), it is the home of the most covert and least known of South Africa's four state intelligence services - the SA Secret Service (Sass). This service inadvertently drew the spotlight to itself this week when it was revealed that early last month one of its field agents was arrested in Zimbabwe for allegedly recruiting five high-ranking Zimbabweans - including Zanu PF security director Kenneth Karidza - to pass sensitive party information to South Africa. Siyabonga Cwele, who chairs the Joint Standing Committee on Intelligence (JSCI), which has parliamentary oversight of all four intelligence agencies, said yesterday that the committee was waiting for the authorities to establish whether the arrested agent was indeed working for Sass. "We don't get involved in matters of [intelligence] collection unless there is an obvious breach of the law - of international law or of human rights law," Cwele said. "If an agent breaches the rules of diplomacy, then they get expelled, but if they breach the [host country's] internal law, they may have to be arrested."

Despite poker-faced denials by such leaders as ANC secretary-general Kgalema Motlanthe that diplomatic ties between the countries would not be disrupted by the arrest of the Sass agent, political analyst Chris Maroleng of the Institute for Security Studies said the incident had "serious implications" for South Africa's strategy of clandestine engagement with Zanu PF progressives to ensure a smooth succession to President Robert Mugabe. But senior South African intelligence sources say the role played in the alleged spy ring by the Sass agent, who is accused of having paid one suspect - Zanu PF central committee member Philip Chiyangwa - up to US$10 000 (R60 000) for information, amounted to normal practice in the intelligence "game". With a budget allocation for the 2005-06 financial year of R554,5-million, Sass fields an undisclosed number of intelligence officers across the globe. The senior officers, usually stationed at SA diplomatic missions, are given discreet accreditation by their host nations and assigned to liaise with friendly governments on issues affecting mutual security. Sass collects economic as well as political and counter-intelligence information.

But a former director-general of the agency, Mike Louw, has told this newspaper that, while accredited officers operate with the permission of their host nations, Sass operates a network of unaccredited clandestine field agents - in effect, a parallel chain of command - even within "friendly" nations whose policies could directly affect South African interests. Zimbabwe was a case in point, Louw said. "Declared officers stationed with embassies ... are the official line of communication between the services ... but then you get a few agents in the field and that is something that is never agreed on [by the a host nation]," Louw said. "To a dyed-in-the-wool intelligence agent, there is no such thing as a friendly nation, although there may be some you have more in common with ... I'd be very much surprised if the CIO [Zimbabwe's Central Intelligence Organisation, which arrested the Sass agent] does not have agents and sources in South Africa." Professor Gavin Cawthra, director of the Centre for Defence and Security Management at Wits University, said it was interesting that Zimbabwe had chosen to expose the matter. "Everyone knows this game goes on and it's done as much with regard to friendly as unfriendly countries because a lot of it these days is trade-related," Cawthra said, adding that "these things are usually swept under the carpet, with the person who is detected quietly asked to leave the country". Maroleng said the arrests were likely to be part of the current purge of Zanu PF progressives and that the Sass agent whose role had been exposed had remained unnamed because he or she was not the CIO's primary target. He said that such activities could properly be considered "espionage" only when the intentions behind them were hostile to the host state. But this was not the case with Zimbabwe as South Africa merely needed good inside information on the country's internal dynamics. He said the very seniority of the Zanu PF members supposed to have been recruited as sources indicated a Sass strategy that was "very risky - but not stupid".

Sass was established in 1995, in tandem with the internal National Intelligence Agency (NIA), with which it shares the Musanda complex east of Pretoria. The two bodies amalgamated the old apartheid external espionage service and the intelligence services of the ANC, PAC, Transkei, Bophuthatswana and Venda. Both agencies were founded in what the first published Sass annual report last year described as "politically turbulent" times when "the security situation was volatile" because of resistance to transformation among the old security Establishment. This resistance was defeated by a mix of factors: retrenchment packages in 1995 and 1997 for the recalcitrant old guard; a series of new acts establishing civilian oversight of the intelligence community; and a new esprit de corps forged between agents at the SA National Academy of Intelligence (Sanai), founded at Mafikeng in 2003. Eventually, NIA felt bullish enough to set up its own website and take the unprecedented step of running a television advertisement proclaiming that South Africans had NIA to thank for "another ordinary day" because of its role in defusing taxi violence and terrorism in the Western Cape.

Now Sass itself has gone online, proclaiming its mandate publicly for the first time - "to gather intelligence on foreign threats to the security and interests of the country and its people" by "placing accredited operatives in foreign countries". No mention was or is made of covert, unaccredited operatives. "Sass receives reports from all over the world through a secure communications system on a 24-hour basis," the annual report continues. Foremost among Sass's clients are the Presidency and the Intelligence Minister, Ronnie Kasrils, but departments such as foreign affairs and trade and industry are also numbered among them. The service receives its instructions from cabinet via an interdepartmental group of international relations, peace and security specialists. That group feeds analyses to the National Intelligence Co-ordinating Committee (Nicoc), which unites all four intelligence services - Sass, NIA, SAPS Crime Intelligence and SANDF Defence Intelligence - and sends "national intelligence estimates" to the Presidency and cabinet which use them to inform their decisions. Paul Swart, the Democratic Alliance's sole representative on the JSCI, said the unacknowledged mess created by the arrest of the Sass agent in Zimbabwe would probably be dealt with through diplomacy. "We expect to be briefed on this incident two Wednesdays from now, but we are not informed on day-to-day operational stuff and only get involved if there is a deviation [by Sass] from its legislative mandate," Swart said. That mandate, Wits professor Cawthra pointed out, has few statutory limitations on activities outside the country, other than to uphold South Africa's own constitutional principles - to the extent that the realpolitik of espionage allows.

From The Zimbabwe Standard, 23 January
Zanu PF probes Moyo
By Foster Dongozi

Professor Jonathan Moyo could be living on borrowed time. Zanu PF, well known for dealing ruthlessly with dissenting voices within its ranks, has started investigating the embattled propaganda chief, on corruption charges, The Standard can reveal. Moyo is being investigated for prejudicing the State of more than $68 million, as well as using the State-owned Agricultural Rural Development Authority (ARDA) to provide free labour at a farm in Umguza owned by his mother, Ms Irene Ndlovu. A senior Zanu PF official yesterday confirmed to The Standard that investigations of Moyo on corruption charges had started. Although the composition of the team investigating Moyo was not disclosed, documents in our possession however, show that the Matabeleland North Provincial Land Task Force had already visited the 101.60-hectare Umguzaan Block Farm in Umguza District, which is owned by Irene Ndlovu to check on the status and farming activities being undertaken. According to a report compiled by the taskforce: "Investigations carried out revealed that the beneficiary of Sub-Division Seven is Miss Irene Ndlovu, who is the mother of the Minister of State for Information and Publicity in the Office of the President and Cabinet, Professor Jonathan Moyo."

Moyo's curriculum vitae which he submitted to the Zanu PF Elections Directorate for him to be considered to represent Tsholotsho constituency also confirms that his mother has a farm in Umguza. "My mother is a peasant A1 farmer in Umguza District where she was resettled in 2003." The farm is actually a large-scale A2 model property. Part of the Matabeleland North Provincial Land Task Force report says: "Since the farmer was allocated the land in 2003, ARDA has provided not only free labour but also paid for electricity and water bills as well as servicing and repairing farming equipment." Among the equipment that Miss Ndlovu has received from Arda, according to the report, are electric motors, steel pipes, tiles and shovels while services provided for free by the public entity included land preparation, discing, ploughing and harvesting, using Arda fuel. In addition, the Rainbow Tourism Group (RTG) group chief executive officer, Chipo Mtasa, has revealed that the hotel group and the government were prejudiced of more than $68 million after a company represented by Moyo's wife, let out Sikumi Tree Lodge to the hotel chain in contravention of the Land Settlement Act whose section 13 prohibits the sub-letting or formation of partnerships on State land. The lodge is located on Sub-division Lot Two Dete Farm. Moyo is believed to have passed on the farm to his sister, a Mrs Jacqueline Mayers.

According to the lease agreement signed on 1 August 2002 between the then RTG CEO, Herbert Nkala and a BA Moyo, representing Eternity Trading, the owners of Lot Dete Farm, the lease arrangement was supposed to run until July 31 in 2012. A search at the Deeds Office in Harare established that under Eternity Trading's Memorandum and Articles of Association, the company's directors are listed as Beatrice Ambiyo Moyo, 14262, Garvin Close, Gunhill, Harare, whose nationality is listed as Kenyan.Beatrice Ambiyo Moyo is Professor Jonathan Moyo's spouse. Jacqueline Mayers, Professor Moyo's sister of 15 Ullswater Drive, Morningside, Bulawayo, is also listed as a director. Other directors are Innocent Sigudu and Admire Chiwocha. The lease agreement states that: "The rental is payable monthly in arrears, 30 days after the end of the month during which the money is paid by the lessee, to the lessor at Messrs Muzangaza, Mandaza and Tomana Legal Practitioners. "The rental for the period shall be calculated at 10 percent of the total income received by the lessee from its operation of the camp in respect of safaris, accommodation, food beverage, transport and general sales of curios, after sales tax and agents' commission have been deducted." The RTG CEO, Mtasa wrote that: "The legal practitioners of Eternity Trading, Muzangaza, Mandaza and Tomana have now served Rainbow Tourism Group a three-month notice of termination of lease, effective April 1, 2005."

In Mashonaland Central province, Moyo is also singing the blues after the land task force was reported to have embarked on a process to repossess his Patterson Farm in Mazowe, while war veterans were reported to have briefly occupied the property but later went away. Efforts to get comment from Arda chief executive officer, Dr Joseph Matowanyika, and Moyo were fruitless yesterday, while Zanu PF spokesperson, Dr Nathan Shamuyarira, was not immediately available for comment. Dr Joseph Made, the Minister of Lands, Agriculture and Rural Resettlement, under whose ministry ARDA falls, yesterday professed ignorance about the use of ARDA equipment at the farm owned by Moyo's mother. "If he is under investigation, as you say, approach the relevant authorities. They will be able to comment on that. I don't want to speculate," Made said.
