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POLITICAL VIOLENCE REPORT: 

1 – 15 MAY 2002

20 May 2002 

A report by the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum

Overview

NB report covers reports received in the two-week period covered by the report, however, figures for the period 1-15 May are for incidents that occurred within that time period.

Reported cases and instances of political violence have decreased in comparison to the cases reported in the first four months of 2002. There has been a decrease of 50 % in the reported cases of torture, compared to the month of April. Yet notwithstanding this decline, it is regrettable that two lives were reportedly lost in the first fortnight of May. This brings to total politically related deaths this year to fifty-seven. 

The Human Rights Forum in the midst of this lull urges the Zimbabwean government to take meaningful steps towards achieving an environment of peaceful political competition. Further to this, of critical importance is the restoration of the rule of law and the end to impunity enjoyed by perpetrators of violence. It is of necessity that members of the ruling party and state agents do not benefit from the selective prosecution by the police and the courts as they have done in the past. 

Totals 1 to 15 May 2002
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Cumulative Totals 1 January 2002 – 15 May 2002
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Sources: Human Rights Forum legal statements, CFU reports, newspaper reports, Amani Trust medical assessments, The Zimbabwe Peace Project
· Note on torture
Torture: 

All cases under torture fall under the definition of torture according to the general definition of torture given in the United Nations Convention Against Torture and Other Forms of Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment and Punishment. 

The four elements of torture are:

1. Severe pain and suffering, whether physical or mental

2. Intentionally inflicted

3. With a purpose

4. By a state official or another individual acting with the acquiescence of the State.

Key Abbreviations

CIO- Central Intelligence Organisation
MDC- Movement for Democratic Change

MP- Member of Parliament

NCA- National Constitutional Assembly

UMP – Uzumba Maramba Pfungwe

ZNLWVA- Zimbabwe National Liberation War Veterans Association

ZNA- Zimbabwe National Army

ZRP- Zimbabwe Republic Police

Zanu PF- Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic Front
Cases of Political Violence 

Note:  The identities of victims that have not been published in the press and are not public officials are protected by the use of initials.

Bikita West

9 May 2002

· Justice Muriwo, an MDC polling agent during the Presidential Elections, was reportedly severely assaulted by Zanu PF supporters. Muriwo was also threatened with having his house set on fire and was subsequently given 30 days to leave the country. During the attack at his home, $2000 was stolen from Muriwo who has now fled Bikita and sought refuge in Masvingo. Muriwo claims that his family has been subjected to harassment and intimidation since the announcement of the election results.

Bindura

5 May 2002

· Genus Ngamira of Chipadze in Bindura was allegedly killed by Zanu PF supporters at the Junction of Chipadze Road and Mhaka Street in Bindura. Ngarima was attacked together with his two brothers, Christopher who sustained head injuries and David Joseph who escaped without injury. Seven members of the Timoti family, who are well known Zanu PF supporters in the area, attacked the trio with iron bars and sticks. One of the family members was reportedly dressed in the uniform of the National Youth Service. The group that attacked Ngamira then carried his body and dumped it about 50 metres from the scene of the attack but would not let the family retrieve the body until they went and fetched a police officer from Bindura Police Station. Ngarima was then taken to Bindura Hospital where he was pronounced dead 20 minutes after arrival. All seven family members were reported to have been arrested, however it is unclear whether they were charged with murder or not.

Buhera North / South

7 May 2002

· Teddy Mugwari, Leonard Usavi, Benjamin Mwandifura, all teachers, and Godfrey Marongwe, the deputy headmaster of Murambinda Secondary School allege that they were assaulted by war veterans and instructed to leave their jobs on accusations that they supported the MDC.

Chinhoyi

6 May 2002

· Leo Chegura, an MDC member, was allegedly assaulted at his home in Cold Stream for his support of the opposition party. The fourteen attackers, who are Zanu PF supporters, arrived and began to verbally abuse him, in particular about the MDC loss in the elections. They were armed with iron bars, bottles and sticks and also attacked his wife’s younger sister, Melody Butawo. Chegura alleges that when he collapsed during the assault, the attackers stole $5000 from him and pulled him from out of his house leaving him unconscious. Chegura was taken to Chinhoyi Provincial Hospital by the police where he was treated for the injuries he sustained during the assault. Following the assault, Chegura has been left with painful swellings on his head, a laceration to his left cheek, impaired hearing and sight, painful jaws, chest pains, and nail marks across his throat. 

Chipinge North / South

May 2002

· Men dressed in army uniform assaulted Hlupe Muyambo and Morgan Mushunje, both of the MDC. They sustained bruises all over their bodies and were treated at the Avenues Clinic in Harare. It is alleged that soldiers in two green Peugeot 306 vehicles drove around the constituencies taking down the names of MDC supporters and following this another group went on a rampage in Chipinge beating up known and suspected supporters of the MDC. They allegedly used iron bars and sticks.

Gokwe Central

2 May 2002 (went missing 10 April 2002)

· The body of Tipason Madhobha, an MDC polling agent in the Presidential elections who went missing on April 10, was found in a shallow stream near Ganye Dam. His body was taken to Gokwe Hospital for a post mortem. No details have yet been given about the results of the post mortem. Madhobha left home with four neighbours to go and look for his 5 missing cattle. The search led them to Ganye where they were informed that Zanu PF youths in Ganye did not tolerate any strangers there. While in the area the group encountered and were summoned by some unidentified people following which they fled in different directions. Madhobha went missing in the resultant panic. Furere Makumucha (who was with Madhobha) went and made a report at Sasame Police Base where the police assisted him in carrying out a search for Madhobha. Madhobha was an MDC polling/election agent at Sungwiza Primary School. His wife says her husband did not clash with Zanu PF supporters at any time before his disappearance.

Highfield

· Thomas Shambira, an MDC supporter, alleges that he was awoken at one o’clock in the morning by the sound of loud knocking at his door. He opened the door and heard a gunshot. Four men, claiming to be Zanu PF supporters forced their way into the house and handcuffed him. He was then forcibly taken outside and into a white Toyota Corolla Sprinter. He was driven to Mahusekwa where he was taken out of the car into the bushes and beaten up for three hours. The assailants were joined by another group of eight men in a Mazda 323. T.S. managed to escape when the handcuffs were removed. He suspects that some of the assailants might have been members of the Central Intelligence Organisation (CIO). The assault has left the victim with swelling and bruises to the forehead, a tear on his lower lip and a possible fracture with swelling, bruises and scratches to his right forearm. Shambira has also been left with train-track marks and bruising to his shoulders and chest, multiple bruises and tears across his back and buttocks and left arm, as well as pain in the genital region and upper thighs. The soles of his feet are discoloured and painful and he is unable to walk without experiencing pain. 

Mbare 

4 May 2002

· A group of approximately fifteen men and women arrived at GM’s home at approximately 2100hrs. Twelve of the group were in police uniform. He was ordered to accompany the group, but GM requested to see the police officers’ identity cards. None of them produced any identification, so GM refused to go along with them. A struggle ensued during which GM received some blows with an iron bar. He was then handcuffed and taken outside the house. GM’s aunt followed the group outside and alerted neighbours of his plight. As the men tried to force GM into an unmarked car, the gathering mob stoned the car until the assailants fled. At this point, a policeman described by GM as “friendly”, removed his handcuffs and advised him to stay away from the police camp as it had been taken over by Zanu PF youths and war veterans. During the assault, the victim sustained a large bruise and a tear to his forehead, and a large deep bruise to his left cheek. 

List of deaths resultant from political violence 1 January 2002 – 15 May 2002

Note: This list is subject to update and correction as and when new/additional information becomes available. 

Name, Political Affiliation if known, Date of Death, Province, Constituency

1. BHEBHE, Newman (MDC), February 2002, Matabeleland North, Nkayi

2. CHATUNGA, Richard, (MDC), 20 January 2002, Masvingo, Bikita East

3. CHIDARI Micah, (Zanu PF), 2 April 2002, Mashonaland West, Mhondoro

4. CHITEHWE, Mr, (ZNLWVA), January 2002, Harare, Hatfield

5. DUBE, Nqobizita, (MDC), 1 March 2002, Bulawayo, Nkulumane

6. FORD, Terry, (commercial farmer), 18 March 2002, Mashonland West, Mhondoro

7. GATSI, Ernest, (MDC) 19 March 2002, Mashonaland Central, Guruve North

8. GWAZE, Tafirenyika, (MDC polling agent Rukwenjere), 12 March 2002, Mashonaland East, Mutoko South
9. GWIDZIMA, Noah, (Zanu PF), 4 April 2002, Manicaland, Makoni North

10. JEFTHA, Peter, 3 March 2002, Harare, Harare South

11. JEKA, Petros, (MDC polling agent), 4 April 2002, Masvingo, Masvingo North

12. JERANYAMA, Donald, (MDC polling agent), 25 March 2002, Manicaland, Mutasa

13. KATSAMUDANGA, Tichaona (MDC), 5 February 2002, Harare, Harare North

14. KUMALO, Khape, (MDC), 6 February 2002, Mashonaland West, Mhondoro

15. KUVHEYA, Lawrence, (MDC), March 2002, Mashonaland East, Chikomba

16. MADHOBHA, Tipason, (MDC polling agent), 2 May 2002, Midlands, Gokwe Central 

17. MAHUNI, Funny, 13 March 2002, Midlands, Kwekwe

18. MANYARA, Owen, (MDC), 17 March 2002, Mashonaland Central, Mount Darwin
19. MAPHOSA, Richard, (MDC), 20 January 2002, Masvingo, Bikita East

20. MAPHOSA, Stephen, (Zanu PF), 2 February 2002, Harare, Budiriro

21. MAPINGURE, Atnos, , 9 January 2002, Masvingo, Zaka

22. MASARIRA, Gibson ,(Zanu PF), 9 January 2002, Masvingo, Zaka 

23. MASEVA, Amos Misheck, (ZNLWVA), 8 March 2002, Masvingo, Gutu North

24. MATOPE, Kenneth, (MDC), 13 January 2002, Mashonaland Central, Guruve

25. MIJONI, Simwanja, 15 January 2002, Midlands, Kwekwe

26. MOYO, Henry, (MDC), 7 February 2002, Masvingo, Masvingo Central

27. MPOFU, Muchenje, (MDC), 19 January 2002, Midlands, Mberengwa East

28. MTETWA, Davis (MDC), 27 April 2002, Harare, Zengeza

29. MUKAKAREI, Tabudamo, (MDC), 14 February 2002, Masvingo, Masvingo North
30. Munyaradzi (no surname given) (farmworker), 14 February 2002, Mashonaland East, Marondera East

31. MUNIKWA, Isaac, (Zanu PF), 17 January 2002, Masvingo, Zaka 

32. MUPAWAENDA, Takatukwa Mamhova, 16 February 2002, Mashonaland West, Zvimba South

33. MUTEMARINGA, Fungisai, (MDC), 27 January 2002, Mashonaland East, Murehwa

34. NCUBE, Sambani (MDC), 17 March 2002, Matabeleland North, Hwange East

35. NCUBE, Mthokozisi, (MDC), 26 January 2002, Bulawayo, Pelandaba

36. NEMAIRE, Solomon, (MDC), 23 January 2002, Manicaland, Makoni

37. NGAMIRA, Genus, (MDC), 5 May 2002, Mashonaland Central, Bindura
38. NGUNDU, Shepherd, (MDC), 5 February 2002, Mashonaland Central, Mount Darwin South

39. NHITSA, Takesure, (MDC), 20 February 2002, Mashonaland Central, Rushinga

40. NYANZIRA, Tariro, (Zanu PF), 8 February 2002, Manicaland, Buhera North

41. PILOSI, Simon, (MDC), 26 March 2002, Mashonaland West, Zvimba South

42. ROMIO, Edwin, (MDC polling agent), March 2002, Mashonaland East, Mutoko

43. SANYAMAHWE, Kuziva, (MDC), 18 January 2002, Mashonaland East, Murehwa South

44. SHELTON, Lloyd, (Zanu PF) 27 February 2002, Mashonaland East, Chikomba

45. SIBANDA, Charles, (MDC), 2 March 2002, Midlands, Zhombe

46. SIBANDA, James, (MDC), February 2002, Matabeleland North, Nkayi

47. SIBINDI, Halaza, (MDC), 30 January 2002, Matabeleland North, Tsholotsho

48. SIBINDI, Joseph, (MDC) January 2002, Bulawayo

49. SICWE, Jameson, (MDC), 29 January 2002, Matabeleland North, Lupane

50. Unnamed, (2), (farm guards), 23 January 2002, Masvingo, Mwenezi

51. Unnamed, 26 February 2002, Bulawayo, Makokoba

52. Unnamed (3 MDC supporters) 16 March 2002, Manicaland, Chipinge South

53. VIKAVEKA, Darlington, (MDC), 15 March 2002, Mashonaland East, Marondera East

54. WHITE, Fanuel, (MDC polling agent), 29 March 2002, Mashonaland Central, Guruve North

Total of 57 deaths

 (Political affiliation: MDC- 38; Zanu PF- 7, ZNLWVA- 2, Unknown/none- 10)

The Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum (also known as the “Human Rights Forum”) has been in existence since January 1998. Nine non-governmental organisations working in the field of human rights joined together to provide legal and psychosocial assistance to the victims of the Food Riots of January 1998.
The Human Rights Forum has now expanded its objectives to assist victims of organised violence, using the following definition:

“Organised violence” means the inter-human infliction of significant avoidable pain and suffering by an organised group according to a declared or implied strategy and/or system of ideas and attitudes. It comprises any violent action, which is unacceptable by general human standards, and relates to the victims’ mental and physical well-being.”

The Human Rights Forum operates a Legal Unit and a Research and Documentation Unit.

Core member organizations of the Human Rights Forum are:


The Amani Trust


Amnesty International (Zimbabwe)


The Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace


The Legal Resources Foundation


Transparency International (Zimbabwe)


The University of Zimbabwe Legal Aid and Advice Scheme

Zimbabwe Association for Crime Prevention and the Rehabilitation of the Offender 

Zimbabwe Civic Education Trust

Zimbabwe Human Rights Association

Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights


Zimbabwe Women Lawyers Association

Associate member: 

Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe 

The Human Rights Forum can be contacted through any member organization or through the following:

The Administrator, c/o P O Box 5465, Harare – email: admin@hrforum.co.zw
The Legal Unit, c/o P O Box 5465, Harare – email: legal@hrforum.co.zw
The Research Unit c/o P O Box 5465, Harare – email: research@hrforum.co.zw
Telephone/fax: 792 222, 737 509, and 731 660

The London Liaison Office, 33 Islington High Street, London N1 9LH – email: zimbabwe@article19.org; Telephone: +44 (0)20-7239.1194

Website: www.hrforumzim.com
All previous reports of the Human Rights Forum can be found on the website.
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